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Art Unit: 1745 

METALLIC LAYER COMPONENT FOR USE IN A DIRECT OXIDATIN FUEL CELL 

Examiner: Yuan S.N. 09/882,699 Art Unit: 1745 November 22, 2002 

Response to Amendment 
1 . The reply filed on November 12, 2002 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action 
because of the following omission(s) or matter(s): The identification of a species that is elected 
consonant with the restriction requirement dated October 11, 2002 is not shown. Applicant's 
arguments filed on November 12, 2002 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
All the individual species has its distinct feature/structure that is not possessed by other species 
as identified in the Office Action. For example, Species I requires both a metallic anodic 
diffusion layer and a metallic cathodic diffusion layer, which are not required by Species IV, V, 
VI, VII, VIII or IX. Species II requires a gas separator, which is not required by Species I, IV, 
V, VI, VII, VIII or IX. Species IX require means for distributing fuel to the anode, means for 
distributing oxygen to the cathode and means for coupling the anode to the cathode, which are 
not required by Species I, II, IV, V, VI, VII, or VIII. See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the above- 
mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) 
DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the 
omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD 
MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dah-Wei D. Yuan whose telephone number is (703) 308-0766. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00-5:00). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick J. Ryan, can be reached on (703) 308-2383. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9310 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 

Dah-Wei D. Yuan 
November 22, 2002 




